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Convocation had met at the same time as the Short Parlia-
ment, but to the surprise of all men, including Laud, the king
ordered it to continue sitting after the dissolution of the latter
body, A grant of £20,000 a year for six years was made under
the name of a benevolence or free contribution. The most
important work, however, was the promulgation of seventeen
new canons. There can be little doubt that these canons were
intended to contribute to the support of the monarchy and to
define what should be the attitude of all loyal subjects. They
are in their way as much a manifestation of Thorough as the
'Grand Remonstrance' was to be of the opposition to that policy.
On this account they deserve the closest analysis.
The first, concerning the regal power, is easily the most im-
portant. Every clergyman was to road aloud at morning prayer,
once every quarter, the following definition:
'The most high and sacred order of kings is of divine right, being
the ordinance of God himself, founded in tin* prime laws of nature,
and clearly established by express texts both of the Old and New
Testaments. A supreme power is given to this most excellent order
by God himself in the Scriptures, which is, that kings should rule
and command in their several dominions all persons of what rank or
estate soever, , . « For subjects to bear arms against their kings,
offensive or defensive, upon any pretence whatsoever, is at least to
resist the powers which are ordained of God; and » . , they shall
receive to themselves damnation.*
Furthermore all clerics were to teach their congregations to
obey, honour, and serve the king* For any minister to maintain
an argument contrary to these explanations of regal power was
to incur excommunication and suspension or, in case of
obstinacy, deprivation of all spiritual promotions,
Another article (XV) established an oath for the prevention
of all innovations in doct rine and government—commonly known
as the 'etcetera oath*. The name arose from the oath to be im-
posed on all bachelors and doctors of divinity, law, or medicine,
and all schoolmasters, as well as all dignitaries of the church,
not to alter its government by 'archbishops, bishopn, deans, and
archdeacons, etc,', as it stands 'now established*.
The seventh article declared that, although the position of
the communion table at the east end of the chancel was *in its
own nature indifferent',yet it was now directed that for the sake
of decency and order it should be at the east and railed off.

